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MARYLAND MEDICAL ASSISTANCEPROGRAM 

Under the provisions theof Title XIX of the Social Security Law, 
state-wide Maryland Medical Assistance Program provides a broad range 
of medical care services tolow income persons and to those with 
catastrophic illnesswho are unable to payfor such care. There are 

two main classificationsof needy persons: the indigent and the 

medically indigent. The indigent classification includes persons
who 
receive public assistance from the Department
of employmentand Social 

Services as well as those individuals receiving Supplemental Security 

Income grants. All those persons classified
as indigent meet the same 

income test. Indigent persons.,_ except Supplemental Security Income 


the
beneficiaries, are enrolled automatically undermedical Assistance 

Program. The medically indigent are those
who cannot meet the cost 
of needed medical care but who are self-supportingin other respects. 

The medically indigent classification includes recipients
of Supple­

mental Security Income payments who are not included
in the indigent 

category. Medically indigent individuals, including all Supplemental

Security Income beneficiaries eligible for the Program,
must apply to 

the local departments
of Social Servicesfor eligibility determination 


for income and assets
under established criteria in relation to need 

and size of family. 


The Program covers physician services in the office, home, nursing 

home and hospital, inpatient and outpatient services provided by 

hospitals, diagnostic and laboratory services, dental care, optical.
and 
podiatry services, ambulance services, special treatment services, 
prescribed drugs and certain medical supplies. Each person enrolled 
under the Program may select the physician, dentist, optometrist, 
podiatrist, pharmacyo r  other providerof his choice. 
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DEPUTY SECRETARY FOR HEALTH C A R EP O L I C Y ,  
F I N A N C E  AND R E G U L A T I O N  

The Deputy S e c r e t a r y  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  

S e c r e t a r y  of theDepar tmentofHeal thandMenta l  

H y g i e n e ,f o rt h es u c c e s s f u lo p e r a t i o no ft h eM a r y l a n d 

MedicalAssis tanceProgram.TheDeputySecretary must 

c o n t r i b u t ee f f e c t i v ed i r e c t i o nt ot h eM e d i c a lC a r e  

P o l i c ya d m i n i s t r a t i o nt h em e d i c a lC a r ec o m p l i a n c e 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,t h eM e d i c a l  Care Opera t ions 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,a n dt h eO f f i c e  of a d m i n i s t r a t i v ea n d  

F i s c a lS e r v i c e s .T h e s ea d m i n i s t r a t i o n sa r er e s p o n s i b l e 

f o r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  M e d i c a la s s i s t a n c e  

Program. The ove ra l lP rogrammus t  be c o n t i n u a l l y 

a n a l y z e d  a n d  e v a l u a t e d  by  t he  D e p u t y  f o r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  

a n de f f i c i e n c y .  i t  i s  a l s o  t h er e s p o n s i b i l i t yo ft h e  

Deputy t o  improvethede l ive ryofMedica lAss i s t ance  

s e r v i c e sa n dt oc o n t r o lP r o g r a mc o s t s .  


I n  a d d i t i o n  T h eD e p u t yc o n s u l t sw i t ht h eS e c r e t a r ya n d  

o t h e rD e p u t yS e c r e t a r i e sf o rt h ep u r p o s e so f  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  h e a l t h  c a r e  p o l i c i e s  f o r  t h e  

S t a t eo fm a r y l a n d  H e  c o n f e r s  w i t h  S t a t ea g e n c i e s ,t h e  

M a r y l a n dG e n e r a la s s e m b l yt h eE x e c u t i v ed e p a r t m e n t 

a n dp r o v i d e r so fh e a l t hs e r v i c e sa n dc a r e .A l s o ,t h e  

D e p u t ym a i n t a i n sl i a s o nw i t ht h ed e p a r t m e n to fh e a l t h  

and Human S e r v i c e sa n 2C o n g r e s sr e g a r d i n gn a t i o n a l  

m e d i c a lc a r e- p o l i c i e sa n dt h e i rf u t u r ee f f e c t  on t h e  

c i t i z e n so fm a r y l a n d  


AUG 2 !3 1990 '*I!!! a ,- ?. f 1990 
T N .  No. 91-2 Approval  Date: E f f .D a t e :  
Supe r sedes  TN. No. 
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MEDICAL CARE POLICY ADMINISTRATION 


The Medical Care Policy Administration (MCPA) is 
charged with maintainingand, where appropriate,
modifying the regulationswhich govern the Medicaid 
Program in Maryland. The administration's mission is 
to maximize thehealth-care services available for 
indigent andother populations in needby ensuring that 
programs complement eachother in eligibility criteria 
and services provided. The administration is , 7  

responsible for the day-to-day management of the 
programs through which providers furnish services to 
eligible individuals andfor ensuring compliance with 
federal and State requirements. Regulations regarding
individuals' eligibility for services are developed
within MCPA along with regulations establishingthe 
conditions that providers must meetto participate in a 

particular program, the services that are covered, and 

the payments available. This administration is also 

responsible for the maintenance of the State
Plan. 
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MEDICAL CARE OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATION 


The major functions of the Medical Care
Operations

Administration (MCOA) are to assure that eligible

individuals receive the health-care benefitsto which 

they are entitled and to
pay claims submitted by
enrolled providers promptlyand efficiently. MCOA is 
responsible for continued federal certification and 
subsequent enhanced Federal FinancialParticipation
(FFP) of the Medicaid Management Information System
(MMIS). This Administration develops and implements 
new programs and cost containment measuresas deemed 
necessary. All data and information system* ~ ­

requirements of the Medicaid Program are providedby

this Administration. 


TN. NO. 91-2 A 

supers,,,, 
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MEDICAL CAR6 COMPLIANCE admiistration 
The MedicalCareComplianceAdminis t ra t ion i s  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the-development-andimplementation of 
g u i d e l i n e s ,s t a n d a r d s ,a n dp r o c e d u r e sr e q u i r e dt o  
a s su recompl i ance  w i t h  f e d e r a lr e g u l a t i o n sa n dt h e  
s t a t eP l a n  for t heMedica lAss i s t anceprogram i t  
p r o v i d e s  f o r  theongoingmoni tor ingandevalua t ion  of 
t h e  q u a l i t y  a n d  q u a n t i t y  of M e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  s e r v i c e s  
p r o v i d e da n dt h el e v e lo fu t i l i z a t i o n  of s u c hs e r v i c e s  
by p r o v i d e r sa n dr e c i p i e n t s .T h i sa d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
ope ra t e sthemed ica idQua l i tyCon t ro lSys t emtoasses s  
t h e  c o s t  o f  e l i g i b i l i t y  e r r o r s  a n d  recommendsmeasures 
t oc o r r e c tt h ec a u s e s  of s u c he r r o r s  The design and 
development of mechanisms t od e t e r m i n er e a s o n a b l e  norms 
o r  p a t t e r n so fc a r ea p p r o p r i a t e  t o  e a c ht y p eo fs e r v i c e  
p r o v i d e ru n d e rt h eS t a t eP l a na r et h er e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of 
t h i s  a d m i i s t r a t i o n  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  c o n t i n u o u s  
s u r v e i l l a n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  d e t e c ta b u s e s  b y  e i t h e r  
p r o v i d e r so rr e c i p i e n t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h ec o l l e c t i o na n d  
recoveryoffundsexpendedforMedica lAss is tance  
r e c i p i e n t s  whena t h i r d  p a r t y ,  t o r t ,  c o n t r a c t u a l  o r  
o t h e r  l i a b i l i t y  e x i s t s  f o r  s u c h  s e r v i c e s .  

aug 2 3 1990 JUL i r  
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TK. No. 91-2 ApprovalDate:  .D a t e :  
Supersedes  TN. No. 


